
Campus Carry versus Nothing 

By Melissa Ung 

Assembly Bill 148 was introduced in to the Nevada Legislation for the third time. With the 
sponsorship of 21 lawmakers, it may actually get passed this time around.  

 Assembly Bill 148 is legislation stating to allow people to carry concealed weapons on campus if 
they have a permit. There have been incidents in the past that would make people consider 
wanting to have this bill passed.  

Campus safety is one of the top priorities for prospective freshmen, parents, current students, and 
the staff of colleges and universities.  

According to ncsl.org, there are currently 23 states that allow the colleges and universities to 
decide whether or not to allow or ban campus carry; 20 states ban carry a concealed weapon on 
campus; and seven states have provisions allowing carrying a concealed weapon. Nevada is 
currently a part of the list of states that do not allow campus carry. 

RGJ reported that NSHE institutions (University of Nevada, Reno and Truckee Meadows 
Community College) are against the campus carry. President Johnson of the University of 
Nevada, Reno told them that the lawmakers “aren’t doing it for us; they are doing it to us” when 
asked for his opinion. He overall does not want a controversy to happen on allowing people to 
carry weapons. 

It is that time of year where high school seniors are now determining what schools they should 
accept admittance to. 

Student body president of Galena High School, Catherine Ung, believes that the bill should not 
be passed. “I don’t believe that people, even if they are trained and have a background check, 
would be able to handle the responsibility,” said Ung. She believes that with the influence of TV 
shows and movies, people will try to be vigilantes which is not something Reno needs. Whether 
or not the bill is passed may affect Ung’s decision of where she wants to go to school. She has 
been accepted into UC Santa Cruz, University of Hawaii, University of Nevada, Reno, and 
others. With the possibility of this bill, UNR is being ranked lower in her choices. 

High school junior friends, Michael Ung and Frank Ferguson, have opposite opinions from each 
other about whether or not they want the bill passed.  Ung believes the bill should not be passed 
while Ferguson does. As juniors, they are already looking into what colleges they want to attend 
and are both thinking of staying in Reno for financial reasons.  

Ung has been planning on attending UNR with a major in Criminal Justice Pre-Law since he 
started high school. Even if the bill is passed to allow campus carry, he would still consider 
going to UNR. “I would probably feel unsafe being on campus knowing that some people have 



guns, but I want to be able to get the education I have always wanted. I will just have to be a 
little bit more awry while walking around,” said Ung.  

Ferguson has the prospective of attending TMCC. “I want to be able to know that I am safe on 
campus or that I will be able to protect someone in the time of need. I have rights,” said 
Ferguson. 

The parents of the Ungs and of Frank Ferguson share varied opinions about campus carry.  

Campus carry is a big concern for Ungs’ parents, hence why they preferred to have their children 
closer to home by attending the University of Nevada, Reno. With the possibility of campus 
carry, they don’t know if they really know what they want for their kids anymore. Ungs’ father 
said, “I support having a concealed weapons permit, but I don’t know if college students [under 
30] are ready for the responsibility of carrying a gun or if they are even mature enough. I’ve seen 
movies. You never know when someone will just explode.” 

Ferguson’s parents say otherwise. “I want to know that my kids are protected when they go to 
school. Yes, they still have a few years, but my kids, especially my daughter, are those I care for 
most,” said father of Ferguson. 

College students all have varied opinion on how they feel about the bill. They all make valid 
points on where they stand. 

Freshman Aly Sicat stands for the bill. She believes that being safe on campus with a concealed 
weapon is what will help prevent sexual assault. 

Sophomore Patricia Eustaquio stands against AB-148. She’s the opposite of what Sicat believes. 
“People are the ones behind the guns, and they are the ones who have these scenarios going on in 
their heads. You don’t know what can set off someone who is nice and well-known to all of a 
sudden to want to start shooting,” said Eustaquio. 

Junior Gio Marin believes is in support of the bill. “As Americans, we should be allowed to carry 
concealed weapons on campus in case of emergencies,” said Marin. 

Senior Chris Tovar is not in support of having the bill passed. Even though he is graduating 
soon, he wants to be able to visit the campus once in a while knowing that there won’t be guns 
around. His girlfriend is still going to be attending the university, and he wants to be able to 
know that he doesn’t have to keep on checking up on his girlfriend to make sure no one has 
pulled a gun on her. He does realize that the campus carry could allow for better protection 
against sexual assault, but he thinks people should be smart and learn towards learning more 
about other ways to prevent. 

The Associated Students of the University of Nevada Senate held a meeting involving the topic 
of the bill. They wrote a resolution that proposed not allowing on campus carry. They allowed 
for students to come in during public comment to state their opinion and their stance. 



College of Republicans had representatives present at this meeting. This organization showed 
full support for the bill. They brought in various cases and got quotes from graduates who 
believed they would have been safer on campus if they had been able to carry a concealed 
weapon. The representatives presented the Senate with articles from a previous rape case 
involving a woman that wished she had a gun to protect herself and from having this guy that 
attacked her cause a rape and murder towards another woman. 

Create a scenario in your head. A woman is walking to her car late at night (without pepper spray 
and no defense experience) when all of a sudden a man jumps from behind and takes her away. 
Would pulling out a gun make a difference?  

Here’s another scenario. A student is walking to class when all of a sudden he sees another 
student take out a gun and starts shooting. Someone calls 911, and the police are on their way. 
The student who saw the other student take out the gun also has a gun and decides to take it out 
when he sees this guy shooting people. When the police come, will they be able to tell who the 
shooter is and who the vigilante is.  

Whether or not the bill gets passed in Nevada, the future of the universities and colleges can be 
considered safe either way. 


