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Exercise #6A: Write Around 
Joss Alfonso 

 
Joss Alfonso was the president of Phi Delta Theta at the University of Nevada, Reno and 
resigned after only four months, as well as going early alum. 
 
Alfonso is a passionate individual who puts all his time and effort into things he cares about 
while being able to balance school, work, and extracurricular activites. He was born and raised in 
Reno, Nevada and attended Wooster High School, graduating from there in 2011. He began to 
attend the University of Nevada, Reno in the Fall of 2011 and is now in his fifth year of college. 
He has one more year of school left because of the number of times he had changed his major. 
He is now majoring in molecular biology. 
 
Alfonso is a dancer in which he performs in numbers, teaches dance, and also choreographs 
different dance numbers. He has also been working as a ticket agent at the Eldorado Resort 
Casino for three years. 
 
In the Fall of 2013, Joss Alfonso pledged Kappa Sigma Fraternity at the University of Nevada, 
Reno and was soon-to-be a founding father. Throughout the fall semester, he led the group men 
in numerous activities and held the position of Grand Master of Ceremonies which is the 
individual in charge of rituals for the fraternity. Going into Spring of 2014, Alfonso had 
aspirations to continue being heavily involved. He helped recruit more founding fathers and was 
ecstatic for the day he would get initiated. 
 
During the spring 2014 semester, Alfonso ran into some bad luck. During a party, he and four 
other brothers drank with others in their fraternity and playfully joked about how everyone 
needed to keep drinking. The next day, the five were reported for hazing members of the 
fraternity. They were sessions held on whether or not they would stay. One member of the 
fraternity was able to convince his fraternity through scare tactics that the five needed to be voted 
out. 
 
The five were devastated by this decision and hated those that had truly believed they had hazed 
members. They went to the upcoming Burning Man and burned their letters, where they were 
finally able to let go of their feelings of Kappa Sigma and everything they had felt during the 
situation. 
 
During the Fall 2014 semester, Alfonso decided to rush another fraternity. He wanted to still be 
involved on campus and wanted the brotherhood he had always wanted out of Kappa Sigma. He 
rushed Phi Delta Theta. 
 
Alfonso was accepted into the fraternity, and he felt a belonging there that he had not felt in 
Kappa Sigma. Throughout the semester, he instantly got involved in everything possible. Once 



initiated, he took initiative and planned various things that leaders did not want to do. Everyone 
respected and appreciated what he did. 
 
The next semester, he took on more leadership positions and changed the meaning of being a Phi 
Delt. Along with other chair positions, he was rush chair and member education chair. For the 
first time because of him, he had a 100% retainment rate, which had not been achieved during 
rush before for this chapter. 
 
On November 16, 2015, Alfonso ran for president and was instantly elected. For the few months 
after, Alfonso took lead in whatever he could. He shaped the chapter, helped members with 
situations in the fraternity; he acted as a leader. 
 
Four months after Alfonso’s election date, a member in the fraternity decided to express their 
feelings and announce they wanted the physical Phi Delta Theta house to become a party house. 
According to Phi Delt’s national bylaws, parties are prohibited within the house. Alfonso made 
sure the chapter followed the rule. He declined this suggestion and told members that it could not 
be allowed. 
 
This denied member decided to gather up other members in the fraternity and convince them that 
they needed a party house in order to become a “top tier” house. He organized the members that 
agreed with him and began to form a petition to kick Alfonso out of his position. Members that 
still thought Alfonso was doing the right thing told him what was going on with the members. 
Alfonso reported was happening to nationals during his weekly meeting with them. 
 
Angry members found out what Alfonso had done and said many harsh things to him. They 
harassed him and the members that supported them so badly that they could not be in the house, 
where they lived. 
 
Alfonso tried to resolve what was happening in the chapter but saw that it was going no where. 
This led him to resign as president. His nationals approved his decision and supported him since 
they had known what was going on. Alfonso then decided to go early alum after still being 
continually harassed. The members tried to get Alfonso kicked out before he went early alum, 
but they did not have the power to do that. 
 
The denied member now runs the chapter and is working towards turning the house into a party 
house. Nationals will coming down to visit the chapter sometime in April and what the current 
members do not realize is that they are in some trouble. 
 
Alfonso had the misfortune to be denied by two organizations in which he had put in so much 
time and effort. All he has left now is his passion for dance. 


