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Exercise #7: Reconstructed Narrative 
Taco Tuesday: Johnson Edition 

 
On April 5, 2016, University of Nevada, Reno President Marc Johnson held Tacos with the 
President at the Cantina in the Joe Crowley Student Union. This event was an open forum with 
the president. Those in attendance were given free tacos. 
 
There were various topics covered from construction around the university to tampons to snow 
days to tuition hikes. 
 
On the topic of tuition hikes, Johnson mentioned this school year is actually the second year of a 
four-year planned fee hike. As approved by the graduate and undergraduate student government 
leaders, there was a $2 increase in per student credit hour. This was so equipment could be 
replaced and updated. 
 
The university’s campus is growing, and there are multiple factors that can be affected because 
of this growth spurt.  
 
There has been an increase in renovation and construction of new buildings around the area. 
Johnson said that the university needs to respond to the growth rates of the university and that is 
by improving the campus for students with more resources. 
 
Johnson was given the suggestion to raise the GPA requirements in order to slow down the 
growth rate of the university. While others believe that this should happen, Johnson doesn’t see 
the same point of view. He believes that if the university were to raise their GPA requirements 
then that would affect the first generation and underrepresented students. If this affected those 
students, then they’d be forced to go to community college or to UNLV when that may not have 
been their first choice. 
 
During the open forum, a student asked about the empty feminine product (tampons) machines 
on campus. This was the one question that Johnson did not have an answer to. He admitted to not 
knowing a lot about the topic but would have people attend to it. 
 
One question that was on everyone’s mind was: Why are there no delays or closed campus when 
there’s snow. Johnson explained how there is a procedure that goes with deciding a snow day. 
People physically go outside with a ruler and measure the snow. Before 7am, the snow needs to 
have been deep enough in order to cancel school. The storm that came the Monday after spring 
break had not hit until after 7am when many professors and students and others were already 
heading to campus. Most people are adults and so they can make their own decisions on their 
own safety and on what they want to do when it snows. 
 



President Marc Johnson hosts Tacos with the President once a semester. He hopes to bring more 
students every semester to this event so he, and the administrators, can know what issues and 
concerns students may have. 


