
The Start of Something…One Year Later 

By Melissa Ung 

On Sunday, April 26, 2015, the Tau Gamma chapter of Kappa Sigma at the University of 
Nevada, Reno celebrated their charter date. 

The Tau Gamma chapter entered campus in the Fall of 2013. One semester later, they were 
chartered on April 26, 2014, and the members have achieved beyond what they believed they 
could. The founding fathers have all had different experiences, each one relating back to their 
brotherhood. The Alpha and Beta classes of the chapter have had experiences most fraternity 
men would not experience being in a chapter that has only been on campus for one year. 

Mitch Reyes: Founding Father, Current Collegiate  

Mitch Reyes is a 20-year-old community health science major in his second year of college. 

Reyes is from San Jose, CA. He came to the University of Nevada, Reno because his roommate 
told him about the university. Reyes did not really know about the campus before, and when he 
came to visit, he thought it was a nice campus. 

Reyes got involved with Greek Life to meet more new people. He was not really a fan of Greek 
Life at first, but when he joined Kappa Sigma, his perspectives of Greek Life changed. He 
realized that Greek Life was way different from how he actually thought it was. 

Reyes joined Kappa Sigma in the Fall of 2013. “I mainly joined because of the people I met 
during rush. It was just way different from the stereotypes I thought Greek Life would have,” 
said Reyes. 

Reyes decided to take on handling a little brother in the Spring of 2015. To Reyes, being a big 
brother to someone means being a good role model and trying to show him the ropes of the 
fraternity so he can eventually become a leader in the fraternity. 

Reyes is currently the Grand Treasurer of Kappa Sigma. He deals with all of the finances of the 
organization, as well as dealing with money collection. 

When Reyes first joined Kappa Sigma, he was not very enthusiastic about it. “I just kind of 
joined because my roommate was in it. I was pretty introverted so I didn’t really like talking to 
that many people. Now that I have a position in Kappa Sigma, I have been able to be more 
outgoing and have been able to see that I can meet other people and not be as introverted as I 
was. I’m still learning to come out of my shell more,” said Reyes. 

Reyes favorite memory so far from this past year was the first brotherhood retreat. “We went to 
Six Flags, and we filled a whole roller coaster of Kappa Sigs. The conductor of the roller coaster 
was kind of weirded out but kind of hyped too that we were all there,” said Reyes. “I didn’t get 
on the roller coaster, but I saw everyone was on it. Everyone was chanting and having fun as it 
was going, and you could hear it from the bottom.” 



Reyes sees that the biggest achievement his fraternity has achieved is them moving to win the 
FACE award. The FACE award is recognition of a great chapter of Kappa Sigma. They achieved 
it in a year, which is not really heard of in the Kappa Sigma organization. Reyes sees the Tau 
Gamma chapter going further than just the FACE award. 

Reyes likes that Kappa Sigma has a different dynamic than other fraternities. The organization 
has helped him with being able to communicate with people and has taught him that there are 
people that will always be there for him. Being able to have the experience of being in a 
leadership position has given him better organization and planning skills, which will help him in 
the future. 

Reyes hopes the chapter will be larger than it already is in the future. He hopes his chapter will 
receive more recognition from the university and other organizations with years to come. Reyes 
hopes to leave a legacy with an award called The Founders Circle, which only about two percent 
of Kappa Sigma chapters in the nation have won. He also wants to set the standard a little higher 
for the next person who comes into his position of Grand Treasurer. 

Being a Kappa Sigma means so much more to Reyes than he thought it would. “It means you are 
trying to become a better person and trying to give a different outlook on fraternity life, making 
people think more differently on Greek Life,” said Reyes. 

Chris Tovar: Founding Father, Current Collegiate 

Chris Tovar is a 22-year-old senior majoring in history with a minor in anthropology. 

Tovar is from Fresno, California and originally went to school there for his first two years of 
college. He transferred to the University of Nevada, Reno in the fall semester of 2013. “I decided 
to get out of Fresno because I needed change in my life. I needed to grow. Fresno was pretty 
much a trap hole to me,” said Tovar. 

When Tovar transferred to Nevada, he instantly got involved on campus. He wanted to get 
involved as much as possible and make a name for himself. He began to play for the lacrosse 
club team the fall semester he transferred here. In the spring, he made the decision to get 
involved with Greek Life. He wanted to make friends, especially since he was transferring from 
home where he had friends and knew people to a town where he knew no one.  

Even though there were other fraternities that had already been on campus for a while, Tovar 
wanted to join Kappa Sigma. “I joined in the Spring of 2014. I wanted to make history and leave 
a name for myself. I wanted to build it up and try to make it the best fraternity on campus,” said 
Tovar. 

The next semester, Fall of 2014, Tovar decided to take on the duty as a big brother. When he got 
Tristan Harriman as his little brother, he began to learn what it meant to be a big brother. “What 
it means to be a big is to show him the ropes. Make sure to be an excellent role model for 
him…Just always being there for him,” said Tovar. 

In the past semester, Tovar was the Brothers-in-Action (BIA) Chairman. As the BIA Chairman, 
he helped build the atmosphere of brotherhood up in the fraternity. He was appointed this 



position because he was seen as a very loyal member to the fraternity. He accepted this position 
for he could tell that the brotherhood needed to be built up and knew he could work towards that. 

The year Tovar has been in Kappa Sigma has been enjoyable thus far. He has made memories 
that he knows he would not have made if he had not taken the chance to start up a fraternity. A 
couple of his favorite memories were events he hosted: the first brotherhood retreat and the first 
annual brother bowl. The brotherhood retreat was to Six Flags National Kingdom. The brother 
bowl was a football game against the upperclassmen and the underclassmen. “Even though I’m 
very competitive, it wasn’t about winning or losing, it was about hanging out with my brothers 
towards the end,” said Tovar. 

Kappa Sigma has helped Tovar build up his personality. “At first when I started, I was very shy; 
I was not very outgoing. Joining has helped me trust people. I don’t have friends anymore, I have 
brothers. They’ll always be there until the day I die,” stated Tovar.  

In the future, Tovar hopes that the chapter will reach its highest potential and be number one on 
campus. He wants the chapter to grow to be the largest fraternity on campus and for the 
brotherhood to stay as strong as he believes it can be. Tovar wants to leave the legacy of his 
name. “I want people to know that I helped start this. I want them to remember me for all the 
achievements I’ve done, from starting this fraternity to having the first retreat to the first brother 
bowl,” stated Tovar. “I don’t want people to forget me.” 

When Tovar graduates at the end of the 2015 Fall semester, he will miss everything. He will 
miss being there for his brothers or when his brothers are there for him; being able to hang out 
with his brothers, watching TV, playing video games, the little things. He will miss walking on 
campus knowing he was part of a great institution. He will remember all the memories he made 
from the first day he transferred to the day of graduation. 

Tovar takes pride in being a Kappa Sigma and knows the bonds he has created will always be 
there. “To be a Kappa Sigma means being a true gentleman, being true to yourself. It means 
being there for your brothers no matter what, fighting for them if you have to,” said Tovar. 
“We’re brothers, we’re thicker than blood itself.” 

Jacob Pankey: Alpha Class, Current Collegiate 

Jacob Pankey is a 20-year-old junior majoring in mechanical engineering at the University of 
Nevada, Reno. 

Pankey is from Chicago, Illinois. He decided to apply to the University of Nevada because he 
attended high school in Nevada, and he was almost guaranteed to get accepted into UNR. He 
decided to attend UNR because he could not go to the University of Illinois. He got accepted into 
the University of Illinois but was considered an out-of-state student since he lived in Nevada for 
more than four years.  

Pankey wanted to get involved with Greek Life because of a friend he had back in Illinois that 
decided to join Alpha Omicron Pi. “She always told me how great it was. My roommates from 



the summer then convinced me to join Kappa Sig as they were Founding Fathers,” said Pankey. 
“One of them actually became my big.” 

Pankey made the decision to join Kappa Sigma in the Fall of 2014.  

Pankey is currently the fundraising chairman. His job is to raise money for the fraternity so the 
chapter has opportunities to do more events and to be able to lessen the burden of dues on 
brothers. His job is not to fundraise for charity but for his chapter so they can keep being 
involved on campus. 

Pankey’s first year as a Kappa Sigma has been enjoyable. “I’ve done a lot of things that I 
normally would not have done if I had not join Kappa Sig,” said Pankey. 

After being in the Tau Gamma chapter for almost a year, Pankey has already seen the chapter 
achieving a success that most chapters do not achieve. “The fact that we are about to make 
history in our first year after being chartered by being one of the top 2% of chapters nationally to 
achieve a big award and the fact that we are able to get 80 members in one year,” stated Pankey. 

Joining a social fraternity made Pankey learn skills that will last him a life time. “Kappa Sig has 
given me then opportunities to learn how to network with other people more properly through 
my position as fundraising chair,” said Pankey. 

His first year of Kappa Sigma has already made Pankey realize how much he cherished his 
brotherhood. “I’m passionate about the brotherhood because even though we are all very diverse, 
we all believe in the same core tenants of the star and crescent and our four pillars,” said Pankey. 

For the future Pankey hopes to see the chapter get a house and for the chapter to help lead the 
charge of turning UNR into a Greek campus. “I want to leave a legacy where Kappa Sig has a 
tradition of excelling in many things, and for the chapter to be able to have the biggest pledge 
classes year after year,” stated Pankey. 

Once graduation comes for Pankey’s time, he knows that Kappa Sigma will always play an 
important role in his life. “I will still be involved with Kappa Sig after I graduate, but I will 
always miss the brothers from my home chapter,” said Pankey. “Being a Kappa Sigma means 
you have to be a true gentleman at your core and to be hungry for excellence.” 

Ryan Dunlap: Beta Class, Current Collegiate 

Ryan Dunlap is an 18-year-old business major in his first year of college. 

Dunlap is from Reno, NV and attended Bishop Manogue High School. He made the decision to 
attend the University of Nevada, Reno because of the convenience of being in-state and for the 
reason of his family also having attended the university. 

Dunlap joined Greek Life to get instantly involved with campus life. He joined Kappa Sigma the 
spring semester of 2015. Kappa Sigma was the fraternity that attracted his eye because of the 
guys that were in it. “What the guys in the fraternity stood for made me want to join Kappa Sig. 
The values they held matched with mine,” said Dunlap. 



Dunlap was recently elected as activities chairman for the next term. As activities chairman, he is 
in charge of coordinating Homecoming, Greek Week, and other activities on campus. He plans 
on working hard while in the position. 

Dunlap’s first semester in Kappa Sigma has been productive. He has constantly been busy with 
balancing Kappa Sigma and his school work. He has loved the fun he has already had and has 
met many new people who have become his friends. Dunlap does not have a favorite memory 
out of his first semester in Kappa Sigma because “everything has been good so far.” 

Dunlap was initiated just this semester so he does not have a little brother yet. When he takes on 
a little brother, he hopes to be a role model just like his big brother. “I want to be a role model 
for my future little brother and show him the ropes of the fraternity,” said Dunlap. 

Dunlap believes that the biggest achievement of his chapter will be getting The Founders Circle 
award. “No other chapter in Kappa Sig has gotten the Founders award in their first year of being 
chartered. We’re going to make history,” said Dunlap. 

Kappa Sigma has given Dunlap the opportunity to meet genuine people and has given him 
brothers he knows he can trust. 

“I’ve gotten the opportunity to be a part of something bigger than myself. I’ve seen the alums 
still involved, and it has shown me what it means to be in the brotherhood,” said Dunlap. “I 
know that if I ever need anything, my brothers will be there for me, and vice versa.” 

For the future, Dunlap hopes that his chapter will get a house and get an even better reputation 
across the campus. “I want us to be the best chapter on campus and to keep doing well,” said 
Dunlap. 

Even though Dunlap has only been in Kappa Sigma for a semester, his experience has been 
great, and he cannot wait for the rest of his college career. As years pass by, he knows he will 
learn more about the brotherhood and what it means to be a member of Kappa Sigma. “To be a 
Kappa Sigma means being a genuine person who is always doing the right thing. It means 
always working to be a better person and working to have the people surrounding oneself to 
work to do just as good,” said Dunlap. 

The Tau Gamma chapter of Kappa Sigma has shown significant growth from the day they had 
rush in the Fall of 2013 to now, Spring of 2015. The chapter’s participation on campus is fully 
recognized. Their members are valued. Their values are held the same amongst their members. 

To see what Kappa Sigma will be doing on the University of Nevada, Reno is an exciting 
endeavor. Their goals and successes will leaving lasting footprints on the campus. 


